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CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
Mayor JB Burke 

Mayor Pro Tem Hang Tran 
Councilwoman Jeanell Bridges 
Councilman Larry Ferguson 

Councilman Christopher Mills 
 

Regular Meeting 
 
March 10, 2015                              Agenda                                            7:30 pm                                                                                                                                               

CALL TO ORDER:         Mayor Burke  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:      All 

INVOCATION:        Mayor Burke 

 

1.     ROLL CALL: 

           

2.     CONSENT AGENDA:   

  

1. Approval of February 24, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 

2. Approval of February 28, 2015 Special Called Meeting Minutes 

3. Approval of February 28, 2015 Executive Session Minutes 

4. Approval of Fincher Denmark Williams & Minnifield, LLC invoice # 2505 dated February 

11, 2015 in the amount of $12,919.07 for the period of Jan. 05, 2015 to Jan. 30, 2015. 

 

3.     MEETING AGENDA: 

   

        1. Approval of March 10, 2015 Meeting Agenda. 

 

4.     REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

        1. Financial Report. 

 

        2. Special Presentation honoring Shirley Watterson for her service to the City on the  

        Planning and Zoning Board.  

 

        

5.     PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

        BUS STOPS ORDINANCE 
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        AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF MORROW,  

        GEORGIA; TO CLARIFY PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING THE  

        OPERATION OF BUS STOPS WITHIN THE CITY; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO  

        PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE  

        AN ADOPTION DATE; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES  

        ALLOWED BY LAW.  

 

6.     FIRST PRESENTATIONS:  
 

        1. AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF MORROW,       

        GEORGIA; TO AMEND TITLE 4, PUBLIC SAFETY, CHAPTER 2, FIRE PREVENTION AND  

        PROTECTION, ARTICLE C, FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS; TO PROVIDE CODIFICATION;  

        TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO  

        PROVIDE AN ADOPTION DATE; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER  

        PURPOSES ALLOWED BY LAW. 1st reading 

 

        2. AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF MORROW,  

        GEORGIA; TO CLARIFY PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE REGARDING THE  

        OPERATION OF BUS STOPS WITHIN THE CITY; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO  

        PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE  

        AN ADOPTION DATE; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES  

        ALLOWED BY LAW.  1st reading 

 

7.     APPOINTMENTS:     

     

        - URA Board Member 

 

8.     NEW BUSINESS: 

 

        NONE 

 

9.     GENERAL COMMENTS:  

  

        General Comments are any comments that you want to make during Council Meeting. Please fill 

        out a comment card and turn it into the City Clerk if you wish to make a comment. 

 

10.   ADJOURNMENT: 
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CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA 

PREAMBLE AND FINDINGS 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF MORROW, 

GEORGIA; TO AMEND TITLE 4, PUBLIC SAFETY, CHAPTER 2, FIRE PREVENTION 

AND PROTECTION, ARTICLE C, FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS; TO PROVIDE FOR 

CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE AN ADOPTION DATE; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ALLOWED BY LAW. 

 WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City of Morrow, Georgia (the “City”) are the 

Mayor and Council thereof; and 

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is necessary to eliminate unnecessary 

restrictions related to automatic sprinkler systems; and 

WHEREAS, the amendment is necessary to promote efficiency and simplicity relating to 

fire protection systems within the City. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING 

AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA: 

Section One. Section 4-2-31 of the Code of the City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended by 

deleting said section in its entirety and substituting the following in lieu thereof:  

“Sec. 4-2-31. - Reserved.” 

 

Section Two.  The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby 

incorporated by reference as if fully set out herein. 

 

Section Three.  This Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State 

of Georgia and the City. 

 

Section Four.   

 

(a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all sections, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their enactment, 

believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 
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(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance 

is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  It 

is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest extent 

allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is mutually 

dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance. 

 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall, for 

any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable by the 

valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the express intent of the 

Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or unenforceability shall, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise unenforceable 

any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or sections of this Ordinance and 

that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs 

and sections of this Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, enforceable, and of full force 

and effect.  

 

Section Five.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly 

repealed. 

 

Section Six.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless otherwise 

stated herein. 

 

 

 

ORDAINED this ______ day of ____________, 2015. 

 

 CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA 

 

 

 

Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

City Clerk 

 

AGREED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

City Attorney 

 

 























City of Morrow 

CHAPTER 2.  FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION* 

 
 Editor's note— Ord. No. 99-11, § 2, adopted Apr. 27, 1999, provided that Art. C be deleted in its entirety and 

replaced with §§ 4-2-31—4-2-37 herein set out. Formerly, Art. C pertained to the same subject matter and 

contained substantive §§ 4-2-31—4-2-49, derived from Ord. No. 91-02, adopted Feb. 26, 1991.  

 Sec. 4-2-31. - Automatic sprinkler systems.  

(a) 

Buildings of any type construction or occupancy shall be protected throughout by an approved 

supervised automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with the current State of Georgia adopted 

Edition of NFPA 13, Standards for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems. A sprinkler control valve and 

water flow device shall be provided for each floor. This is not to restrict the fire official having 

jurisdiction, or the fire marshal, from requiring the installation of a water-based fire protection system 

and/or smoke detection system if, in the opinion of the fire official, and for the public interest, the health 

and welfare of the firefighters, and the protection of human life, such a system would serve to benefit all 

parties that may be affected by the type of construction, hazard of content, limited access to the structure, 

and for other purposes.  

(b) 

1. 

Buildings of two or more stories in height shall be protected throughout by an approved supervised 

automatic sprinkler system as specified in subsection (a) above. These types of facilities and 

structures shall include commercial, multifamily dwellings, motels, hotels, and townhouses.  

2. 

Working smoke detectors hardwired with battery backup shall be provided in the following 

locations: bedrooms; offices; halls; mechanical rooms; and other hazardous locations as deemed by 

the fire official, fire marshal, or inspector.  

(c) 

All hotels, motels, dormitories, apartments, lodgings, townhouses, rooming houses, and all residential 

board and care facilities shall be protected by an approved supervised automatic sprinkler system 

installed in accordance with the current State of Georgia adopted edition with amendments for NFPA 13 

or 13R as modified, Standards for the installation of sprinkler systems in residential occupancies up to 

and including three stories in height. Based on the type of construction and the tenants' ability to 

evacuate, the fire official shall reserve the right to designate which system is best suited in each situation. 

Residential sprinklers shall be provided within dwelling units, apartments, and guest rooms.  

(4) 

Existing buildings, when required to have automatic sprinkler protection by subsections (a), (b), and (c) 

above, shall be retrofitted for automatic sprinklers as required by the fire official in accordance with 

NFPA 13 or 13R, when the cost of renovation exceeds 35 percent of the latest approved assessed value 

of the building. These buildings shall be required to upgrade in the renovation to meet all current codes, 

standards, and ordinances as applicable to required fire protection and life safety systems. Historical 

buildings may require an equivalency concept and working through of the process in conjunction with 

the historical society. The owner is responsible for having the system inspected and tested in accordance 

with NFPA 25.  

(e) 

Where required, post indicator valves (PIV) and fire department connections (FDC) shall be located at or 

near the main entry to the site but no closer than one and one-half times the height of the building. 

Appropriate signage shall be provided to designate PIV and FDC connections.  

(f) 

All water-based fire protection systems shall be provided with electronically supervised monitoring, and 

all fire alarm systems installed in commercial buildings shall be supervised at all times. The fire alarm 

systems shall be required to include the installation of horns and strobes as designated by the fire official, 

fire chief, or fire marshal.  

(Ord. No. 99-11, § 2, 4-27-99; Ord. No. 07-12, 11-27-07)  
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF 

MORROW, GEORGIA; TO CLARIFY PROVISIONS OF THE ZONING 

ORDINANCE REGARDING THE OPERATION OF BUS STOPS WITHIN 

THE CITY; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE FOR 

SEVERABILITY; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 

PROVIDE AN ADOPTION DATE; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ALLOWED BY LAW. 

 

 WHEREAS, the governing authority of the City of Morrow, Georgia (the “City”) is the 

Mayor and Council thereof; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is necessary to specify the Metropolitan 

Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority’s exclusion from certain restrictions regarding bus stops that 

currently exist under the Zoning Ordinance of the City’s Code of Ordinances; 

 

WHEREAS, this amendment is necessary to accommodate the Mayor and Council in 

carrying out the business of the citizens of the City; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING 

AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA: 

 

Section One. 

 

 Section 814 of Article VIII of Appendix A, the “Zoning Ordinance,” of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Morrow, Georgia is hereby amended by adding a paragraph “F” 

immediately following the already-existing paragraph “E,” which paragraph “F” shall read as 

follows: 

 

“F.         No provision of this Zoning Ordinance, as it exists now or as it is from 

time to time amended, shall apply to the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 

Authority’s (“MARTA”) provision of public transit service within the City for so 

long as there is a written agreement between MARTA and the City providing for 

the terms and conditions of MARTA’s provision of public transit service within 

the city.”   

 

Section Two.   

 

The preamble of this Ordinance shall be considered to be and is hereby incorporated by 

reference as if fully set out herein.  

 

Section Three. 

 

It is the intention of the mayor and council and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of 
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this Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of Georgia and 

the City, and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish that intention. 

 

Section Four.   

 

(a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that all sections, 

paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Ordinance are or were, upon their enactment, 

believed by the Mayor and Council to be fully valid, enforceable and constitutional. 

 

(b) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the greatest 

extent allowed by law, each and every section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is severable from every other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance.  It is hereby further declared to be the intention of the Mayor and Council that, to the 

greatest extent allowed by law, no section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is mutually dependent upon any other section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase 

of this Ordinance. 

 

(c) In the event that any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance 

shall, for any reason whatsoever, be declared invalid, unconstitutional or otherwise 

unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, it is the 

express intent of the Mayor and Council that such invalidity, unconstitutionality or 

unenforceability shall, to the greatest extent allowed by law, not render invalid, unconstitutional 

or otherwise unenforceable any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs or 

sections of this Ordinance and that, to the greatest extent allowed by law, all remaining phrases, 

clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Ordinance shall remain valid, constitutional, 

enforceable, and of full force and effect.  

 

Section Five.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

expressly repealed. 

 

Section Six.  The effective date of this Ordinance shall be the date of adoption unless 

otherwise stated herein. 
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ORDAINED this ______ day of ____________, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 CITY OF MORROW, GEORGIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Clerk 

 

AGREED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Attorney 
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